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Georgia Campus – Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine (GA-PCOM) is a private, not-for-profit branch campus of the fully accredited 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, a multi-program institution with a 116-year tradition of educational excellence. Located in 
Suwanee, Georgia, GA-PCOM offers the Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine degree, the Doctor of Pharmacy degree, a Master of Science degree 
in Biomedical Sciences and a Master of Science degree in Physician Assistant Studies.Georgia Campus also includes the Georgia Osteopathic 
Care Center, an osteopathic manipulative medicine clinic, which is open to the public by appointment. 
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Dear Esteemed Guests,
What a privilege and honor to have 
you in attendance this evening 
at our Champions of Healthcare 
awards ceremony. Please join me 
in saluting the award recipients for 
their achievements in their personal 
and professional lives and for their 
service to the Georgia Campus – 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine (GA-PCOM) community.  
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine (PCOM) is honored to have 
the opportunity to recognize their 
contributions to the wider academic, professional and 
civic communities. All are true Champions of Health-
care as evidenced by their efforts and the impact their 
achievements have had on others. 
It has been my pleasure to serve as the inaugural Chief 
Diversity Officer at PCOM. Because diversity and inclu-
sion are essential to academic excellence, the cam-
puses of PCOM sponsored the following programs and 
activities during the past year:
•  Hispanic Heritage Month celebration featuring a 
keynote address by Dr. Antonia Novello, the first 
woman and the first Hispanic to become Surgeon 
General of the United States;
•  Creation of a five-part Cultural Competency Lecture 
Series for second year DO students;
•  Hosting a college lecture on Essentials of Cultural 
Competency in Pharmacy Practice for first year  
Pharmacy students;
•  Conducting a Campus Climate Assessment to evalu-
ate the needs of the PCOM campus community;
•  Partnering with the Hispanic Association of Colleges 
& Universities to foster and identify graduate medical 
education opportunities for Hispanic/Latino K-12  
students and college graduates at its annual  
conference in Miami Beach, Florida;
•  Conducting SafeZone training for faculty, staff and
students to encourage all communi-
ty members to become inclusive and 
welcoming to lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer/questioning 
(LGBTQ) and allied individuals; 
•  Conducting a When Cultures Meet 
workshop which blended dynamic, 
merging culture exercises,  
thought-provoking strategic  
frameworks, and concrete  
application activities; 
•  Partnering with the Perry Initiative 
which is committed to inspiring 
young women to be leaders in the 
exciting fields of Orthopaedic  
Surgery and Engineering.
Due in part to these efforts, PCOM received the 2015 
Higher Education Excellence in Diversity (HEED) award 
from INSIGHT Into Diversity magazine, the oldest and 
largest diversity-focused publication in higher education. 
During my tenure, I have been impressed by the creative, 
forward-thinking attitude of the GA-PCOM community, 
the academic commitment of faculty and students, the 
priority placed on civic engagement, and especially the 
dedication to addressing the growing need for primary 
care physicians and other clinicians in the Southeast.
To continue the mission of training physicians and other 
clinicians for practice in rural and underserved com-
munities of Georgia, I ask that you join me in making 
a donation to the GA-PCOM Student Award Fund. All 
monies raised during this event will go toward this fund 
for those who aspire to work in rural and underserved 
areas upon graduation. 
Thank you for your attendance at the Champions of 
Healthcare awards ceremony. It is my sincere hope 
that you have a wonderful time this evening.
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Whether breaking a story, anchoring the morning news, or representing CBS46 at the 
many functions she attends in Atlanta, Karyn Greer’s enthusiasm is her trademark. 
Greer knew early on that she wanted a career in broadcast journalism. Even though 
those around her discouraged her saying her athletic, track star looks weren’t glamorous 
enough for an on-air career, she persevered, and landed her first job at a small station in 
southern Illinois. Hard work, passion and personality took her from Illinois to Charleston 
(WCSC) and then to Atlanta as the evening news anchor at WGNX-TV. After 10 years at 
WGNX, she crossed the street and became part of 11Alive’s news family for 15 years. 
After 15 years, Greer has returned to the station that brought her to Atlanta – CBS46. 
But her on-air talent is just part of the story. She has saved lives by encouraging  
thousands of women to perform monthly breast exams as the face for Buddy Check, 
while raising thousands for breast cancer organizations including the American Cancer 
Society. Greer currently serves on the board of Pebbletossers, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to encouraging families and youth to volunteer and give back, and Volleyfest, 
later named Sport of Giving. Her hands-on community involvement includes serving 
as president of the Atlanta Press Club, as well as serving on the Board of Governors for 
the National Academy of Television, Arts & Sciences. In 2008, she was named one of 
Atlanta’s 100 Women of Influence by the Atlanta Business League.
She’s a multiple Emmy award winner, a member of the Magnolia Chapter of The Links Inc. 
that mentors and provides scholarships for underprivileged youth, a chartering member 
of the Greater North Atlanta Chapter of Jack and Jill of America and a member of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
Karyn and husband, Tony, are parents to two sons, Kyle, a junior at Wake Forest  
University, and Tyler, a junior at Johns Creek High School. 
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New York Institute of Technology (NYIT) appointed Barbara Ross-Lee, DO, FACOFP, as Vice 
President for Health Sciences and Medical Affairs in 2001. She has also served as Dean of 
NYIT’s College of Osteopathic Medicine and Dean of the School of Allied Health and Life  
Sciences (now NYIT’s School of Health Professions).
Ross-Lee is a nationally-recognized expert on health policy issues and serves as an advisor 
for state and federal governments on primary care, medical education and healthcare issues 
affecting minorities, women and rural populations. She serves as Director of:
•   The American Osteopathic Association (AOA) Health Policy Fellowship Program, which 
prepares mid-career osteopathic physicians for leadership roles in health policy;
•   Training in Policy Studies (TIPS) for postgraduate (resident physicians) osteopathic  
trainees; and
•   The Institute for National Health Policy and Research.
She is also a member of the Executive Committee of the National Osteopathic Medical  
Association, a medical association of minority osteopathic physicians.
Ross-Lee is the first African-American woman to serve as Dean of a US medical school – Ohio 
University Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine from 1993 to 2001 – and is the first  
osteopathic physician to participate in the Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy Fellowship. 
She previously served as a commissioned officer and achieved the rank of captain in the US 
Naval Reserves Medical Corps.
A sought after lecturer, Ross-Lee has published numerous scholarly articles on a variety  
of medical and healthcare issues. She is the recipient of six honorary degrees, including a 
Doctor of Laws degree from Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, and many  
national awards.
Karyn Greer
CBs46 news reporter
Barbara Ross-Lee, DO, FACOFP
Vp for health sciences and medical affairs 
new York institute of technology (nYit)
What is a
Healthcare
Champion?
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Dedicated to providing exceptional care, Gwinnett Medical Center (GMC) is a 553-bed,  
not-for-profit healthcare network. Its parent company is Gwinnett Health System (GHS), 
which also includes Gwinnett Medical Group and Sequent Health Physician Partners. With 
roots that go back more than 70 years, GMC has hospitals in Lawrenceville and Duluth.  
Additional facilities include: the Gwinnett Women’s Pavilion, the Gwinnett Extended Care 
Center, Glancy Rehabilitation Center, outpatient health centers and surgical centers, imaging 
centers and outpatient physical, occupational and speech therapy facilities. The healthcare 
network supports more than 4,800 employees and 800 affiliated physicians, and, in 2014,  
was recognized by Georgia Trend as the top large hospital in the state. 
GMC upholds a long-standing relationship with GA-PCOM. For several years, the Georgia 
Campus’s medical students have been rotating through the hospitalist service at Duluth  
for medical rotations. In 2010, GMC and GA-PCOM created a partnership for a new  
medical student teaching program where students are trained at GMC’s facilities by the  
GA-PCOM-employed Director of Osteopathic Medical Education. This past year, GA-PCOM 
and GMC established a new pharmacy partnership in the form of a Postgraduate Year One 
Pharmacy Practice Residency, where residents practice a variety of patient care activities at 
GMC –  Lawrenceville’s clinical setting. As a new program, the pharmacy residency holds  
candidate status and is seeking full accreditation from the American Society of Health  
System-Pharmacists (ASHP) in July 2016.
Through the years GMC has continued to grow and meet the needs of the Gwinnett  
community. In 2006, Gwinnett Medical Center-Duluth was established, replacing Joan Glancy 
Memorial Hospital. Glancy Rehabilitation Center remains there. In 2012, the Strickland Heart 
Center at Gwinnett Medical Center – Lawrenceville opened, allowing Gwinnett citizens to  
access cardiac care without the travel to Atlanta. Most recently in 2013, the Concussion  
Institute at Gwinnett Medical Center – Duluth was established to provide comprehensive  
concussion testing and treatment. The expansion of these facilities has all contributed  
to the full spectrum of healthcare offered in Gwinnett.
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Healthcare – [helth-kair] 
the field concerned with the maintenance or restoration of the health of the body or mind. 
Champion – [cham-pee-uh n]       
a person who fights for or defends any person or cause; a fighter or warrior.
Georgia Campus – Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine boasts many Champions  
of Healthcare – those who fight for the cause of maintaining and restoring health – so it  
was a difficult task to choose just a few to recognize tonight. The Champions of Healthcare 
awards were launched by GA-PCOM to recognize individuals and entities that are doing  
exceptional work and those that are creating programs which change the health  
of Georgians. 
These champions are “moving the needle” by forming partnerships that help  
GA-PCOM carry out its academic mission of training physicians, pharmacists  
and other clinicians for practice in rural and underserved communities  
in Georgia. 
Congratulations to the 2015 Champions of Healthcare!
A licensed embalmer and funeral director in both 
Georgia and Florida, Jeffrey K. Seiple’s time spent 
at GA-PCOM has been livelier than one might 
expect. Besides serving as an adjunct instructor to 
second year DO class members teaching the topic 
Death Investigations: Understanding Medico-
Legal Aspects, he manages the College’s Anatomy 
Lab, coordinates GA-PCOM’s Body Donation 
Program and assists the first year DO students in 
the Anatomy Lab during Structural Principles of 
Osteopathic Medicine (SPOM) and Basic Clinical 
Neuro-Science. He also coordinates field trips 
for the Pathology Club to the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigations Crime Lab in Atlanta.
Seiple has achieved remarkable growth for GA-
PCOM’s Body Donation Program since his arrival. 
He has worked to insure that donor program infor-
mation and various authorization forms are avail-
able for anyone to download from the College’s 
website. This has assisted Seiple in attracting and 
securing a growing donor registry. Seiple says, “I 
would like to continue building our donor program 
and continually improving our spacious Anatomy 
Lab to the point whereby both are well known and 
recognized as the best in the United States!”
Having worked at GA-PCOM for more than two 
years, Seiple has significantly heightened the 
profile of the College in the greater Atlanta 
healthcare community. He has been instrumental 
in establishing relationships with social workers, 
inpatient hospice centers and technical colleges 
throughout the metro Atlanta area. Students and 
program directors from Gwinnett Tech, Lanier 
Tech and Chattahoochee Tech have all participat-
ed in his “Concierge Anatomy Tutorial Programs.”  
A sought after speaker, Seiple has participated 
in numerous continuing education seminars for 
various funeral service associations from Florida 
to New Jersey. He is a contributing author to the 
booklet, Alpha to Omega in the Preparation Room, 
and has published numerous embalming articles 
dealing with the care of the deceased. Seiple was 
also a member of the Federal Government Disaster 
Mortuary Operational Response Team, Region IV, 
where he was deployed to various disaster sites 
and aided in the identification and recovery of 
disaster victims. 
Seiple earned a Master of Business Administra-
tion Degree from Brenau University in Gainesville, 
Georgia, and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business 
Administration and Economics from Thiel College 
in Greenville, Pennsylvania. He also holds an Asso-
ciate Degree in Funeral Service from Gupton-Jones 
College of Funeral Service in Atlanta, and is certi-
fied to teach mass fatality incident training from 
the Emergency Management Institute in Emmits-
burg, Maryland. When he’s not working, he enjoys 
spending time with his family, traveling and sailing.
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Joining GA-PCOM the very same year that the inaugural Doctor of Pharmacy class matriculated in 2010, 
Colleen Heer began leaving her imprint on the program from the beginning. As Administrative Assistant 
to Dr. Avadhesh C. Sharma, the Chair of the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences of PCOM - School of 
Pharmacy, she has been instrumental in the development/establishment of procedures for the Pharma-
ceutical Sciences department, many of which have been implemented by the School of Pharmacy. 
Heer also coordinated with the Cheif Science Officer (CSO), Dean’s Office and Department Chair to de-
velop procedures for the newly built research laboratory. “In the Pharmaceutical Sciences department, 
it was very exciting for me to see the research lab go from an empty space in the warehouse to a fully 
functional research lab,” she recalls. Heer has also been involved with ordering equipment and supplies 
for external grants, CCDA, CSO and Biomed Thesis student grants, and general laboratory supplies. She 
also monitors procedures for laboratory access and training for student trainees, work study students 
and volunteers who work in the Pharmacy Research laboratory.
Heer has a variety of responsibilities including assisting course coordinators in exam delivery, and has 
developed an in-house reference guide for pre and post-exam Parscore procedures. In addition, she 
routinely monitors the department budget, internal and external grant budgets, assists the Department 
Chair in developing and maintaining departmental guidelines and procedures, processes license  
renewals and oversees the federal work study program for the department. Heer has also developed a 
cross reference key control guide for the Pharmaceutics Teaching Lab. “I would like to continue to grow 
with PCOM, learning more and contributing ideas that might be utilized by PCOM,” she says.
Heer earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Information Systems from Georgia State  
University in Atlanta. An avid volunteer, she helps with Family Promise and organizes events such as the 
Operation Christmas Child service project where her Sunday school class assembles between 50 to 120 
shoebox gifts each year. 
With a love for travel, Heer has marked off several items on her ‘bucket list’ by taking a river cruise on the 
Rhine, touring numerous cathedrals and castles and visiting several historic World War II sites in Europe. 
She is an animal lover and enjoys forensic anthropology, photography, martial arts, music, reading  
non-fiction, watching documentaries, and spending time with her husband, three children and five  
grandchildren whenever possible.
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Colleen D. Heer
administrative assistant
Department of pharmaceutical  
sciences – school of pharmacy
Jeffrey K. Seiple, MBA, LFD, LE
anatomical Coordinator
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Dr. Shu Zhu had not initially planned on becoming 
a healthcare educator. Her goal was to become a 
medical doctor like her neurosurgeon father. How-
ever, after earning a Bachelor of Medicine degree 
(the equivalent of an MD in the United States) at 
Dalian Medical University in Liaoning, China, Dr. 
Zhu was given the opportunity to either pursue a 
medical practice in the school-affiliated hospital 
or teach in the medical school curriculum. She 
chose to teach. On her first day as an instructor in 
the Department of Physiology at Dalian Medical 
University, she knew that she was destined to be 
an educator. “It is a passion for me… Teaching is 
not only about passing knowledge on to the next 
generation of medical professionals, but is also 
about instruction in the process of lifelong learning 
– motivating students to learn, and enabling them 
to apply, to discover, and to create knowledge for 
themselves and for others.”
Originally from China, Dr. Zhu completed graduate 
course work for a Master’s degree in Physiology 
at Dalian Medical University before being invited, 
in 2000, to work with Richard White, PhD, in his 
laboratory in the Department of Pharmacology and 
Toxicology at Georgia Regents University (GRU). 
Having a love for biomedical research and  
teaching, Dr. Zhu accepted the invitation and 
moved to the United States. At GRU, Dr. Zhu 
received post-MD training in pharmacology  
and toxicology and earned a Doctorate in  
Pharmacology under Dr. White’s supervision.  
She completed post-doctorate training in the  
Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology and 
then taught at GRU before coming to GA-PCOM. 
GA-PCOM’s lead teaching expert in the area of 
Pulmonary Physiology, Dr. Zhu has made substan-
tial contributions to the teaching mission of the 
College in both the Osteopathic Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences programs. She has exercised 
educational leadership by co-directing and devel-
oping new courses to help meet the needs of her 
students. Dr. Zhu has both PhD and MD degrees. 
This distinction gives her the ability to teach 
Biomedical Sciences at a high level of professional 
expertise, and also allows her to provide clinical 
insights into patient care that benefits DO  
students. Her teaching skills are appropriately 
lauded by her students:
“Dr. Zhu is such an asset to the student body. 
I absolutely appreciate her taking the time to 
go over the lesson objectives at the end of her 
lectures. It is so helpful.”
“Dr. Zhu is always amazing. She is one of the most 
humble, approachable professors and she teaches 
from a point of view that everyone can truly  
understand and grasp.”
Besides teaching, Dr. Zhu enjoys training students 
in laboratory techniques and applications and 
helping young scientists understand the rigors of 
logical thinking and hypothesis-based research. 
“I’ve been very fortunate to be able to make my 
choice and to be given the opportunity to do what 
I love the most,” she said.
Shu Zhu, MD, PhD
assistant professor 
Biomedical sciences
Teaching has been a long-time passion for Dr. Srujana Rayalam, who is 
both an Assistant Professor at PCOM School of Pharmacy and an Adjunct 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Foods and Nutrition at the  
University of Georgia in Athens. Her dedication to the profession has  
not only earned her the Champions of Healthcare Educator of Excellence 
Award, but she was also named 2014 Teacher of the Year and 2013  
Peach Award recipient in recognition of outstanding performance and 
commitment to teaching at the School of Pharmacy. Dr. Rayalam  
considers trust to be an important part of helping students perform better 
and says, “I have always believed that a personal touch from the teacher 
goes a big way in helping students struggling in the class.”
Her method of teaching in various courses like pathophysiology, integrat-
ed therapeutics and microbiology enhances student learning by providing 
real-life examples in class discussions. In addition, she uses innovative 
teaching methods, including a digital overhead tool called a document 
camera which she believes increases student involvement as it compels 
students to take notes and engage in the class. The success of her style, 
though, is perhaps best voiced by her students:
“I can always expect to learn a lot whenever Dr. Rayalam takes the  
microphone.”
“Her teaching style is great and she makes it easy to understand the 
material even though the topic itself is hard.”
Dr. Rayalam graduated from the University of Georgia with a PhD in 
Pharmacology. Prior to that, she earned a Doctorate degree in Veterinary 
Science and Animal Husbandry and also a Master’s degree in Veterinary 
Extension from Sri Venkateswara Veterinary University in Andhra Pradesh, 
India. Dr. Rayalam worked as a research scientist in the field of obesity 
for several years before joining GA-PCOM. Her major research interest is 
in the effects of phytochemicals on adipogenesis and browning of white 
adipose tissue.
She has authored or co-authored over 30 articles published in peer- 
reviewed journals and contributed several chapters to textbooks and refer-
ence books. Dr. Rayalam’s work on phytochemicals and obesity is patented 
and has been cited in several magazines. In addition, she presented her 
work at the International Conference on Nutrition and Cancer in Turkey  
in 2012. She has been interviewed about her novel approaches for the 
prevention and treatment of obesity, and she has been published in  
peer-reviewed journals – the number of citations is close to 1400.
Dr. Rayalam currently chairs the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences’ 
Search Committee and the Admissions Committee. She has attended 
recruitment events at the University of Georgia and technical colleges in 
and around Atlanta to inspire and educate young graduate students on 
the opportunities at GA-PCOM. Dr. Rayalam enjoys spending time at her 
Suwanee home with her husband and two sons.
Srujana Rayalam,  
BVSc, MVSc, PHD
assistant professor 
pharmaceutical sciences
Driven by his faith and the desire to give back to  
his community, Dr. Nathan Polite aims to provide 
the best medical care he possibly can – and it 
shows. A recipient of this year’s Clinician  
of Excellence award, Dr. Polite has a history of  
recognition including earning the American  
College of Osteopathic Surgeons’ first place Robert 
C. Erwin Literary Award, the Grant Medical Center 
Research Symposium’s first place Podium  
Presentation Award, and the Advanced Anatomical 
Services Mastery of Teaching Award as a Surgery 
Resident Anatomy Instructor. Dr. Polite truly lives 
up to his name as he was recognized four years 
in a row with the Exceptional Patient Care Award 
presented by OhioHealth’s Power of 1.
A surgical intensivist and trauma surgeon at Well-
Star Kennestone Regional Medical Center in Mariet-
ta, Dr. Polite serves on the Multidisciplinary Trauma 
Committee, the Trauma Medical Care Evaluation 
Committee, the Emergency Department/Trauma 
Surgery Sub-Committee and the Graduate Medical 
Education Committee where he strives to help build 
a general surgery residency program, as well as a 
strong clinical site for osteopathic medical students. 
“It has always been important to me to help advance 
others in medicine by reflecting on the difficult times 
that I have experienced in my training,” he says.
Born and raised in Northwest Indiana, Dr. Polite was 
the first of his family to attend college. He earned his 
Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology from Indiana Uni-
versity in Bloomington, Indiana and was introduced to 
osteopathic medicine by his family physician. He went 
on to receive a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
degree from Kansas City University of Medicine and 
Biosciences’ College of Osteopathic Medicine in 
Kansas City, Missouri. “I met my wife during medi-
cal school, as she was one of my study partners and 
became my best friend,” he related. 
The two performed their clinical studies in Fort  
Myers, Florida, married during their third year of 
med school, and then matched at Doctors Hospital 
in Columbus Ohio – she was accepted into the  
Family Medicine program and he the General  
Surgery program. During Dr. Polite’s fourth year  
of residency, their daughter was born. After  
completing residency, he earned the Surgical Critical 
Care Fellowship at Louisiana State University’s Spirit 
of Charity Trauma Center in New Orleans, Louisi-
ana, during which their son was born. Dr. Polite 
was eventually invited by a previous attending to 
interview at the trauma center in Marietta, and, in 
2014, he and his family moved to Georgia. 
When he is not practicing or instructing GA-PCOM 
students as an Assistant Clinical Professor of Sur-
gery, Dr. Polite helps to care for the underserved 
population as a volunteer general surgeon for the 
Good Samaritan Clinic of Cobb County where his 
wife practices. “It allows me the opportunity to 
give back to the underserved community, as well as 
maintain my laparoscopic surgical skills,” he said.
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Specializing in Internal Medicine and Geriatric 
Medicine, Mark D. Darrow, MD, has been in  
practice for more than 32 years. He is also no 
stranger to heath education – in fact, he has 
served more than 27 years in health education 
systems throughout New York, North Carolina and 
Georgia. His goal going forward is to leave the 
people of Gwinnett County with more primary 
care physicians than there were when he arrived 
in 2012. Seeing his students advance and  
witnessing his patients stay healthy have been  
the most rewarding aspects of his career, he says.
Dr. Darrow joined Gwinnett Medical Center (GMC) 
in 2012 as the Director of Graduate Medical 
Education and assumed the roles of Designated 
Institutional Official (DIO) and Institutional Educa-
tional Officer (IEO). Since then, he has guided the 
institution through a rapid Accreditation Council on 
Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) initial insti-
tutional accreditation, as well as dual initial accredi-
tation of its Family Medicine Residency by both the 
ACGME and the American Osteopathic Association 
(AOA). The Family Medicine Residency welcomed 
its first class on July 1, 2014, in which three of the 
five resident physicians are DOs trained at  
GA-PCOM, where Dr. Darrow also serves as  
Clinical Professor of Internal Medicine in the  
Division of General Medicine. In 2013 and 2014,  
he helped develop the MS-2 Geriatrics curriculum.
The Family Medicine Program aims to recruit 
physicians with local Georgia connections with 
the intention of retaining them in the region after 
training. GMC has also received accreditation from 
the ACGME and the AOA on its Internal Medicine 
residency training program, which welcomed its first 
class of Internal Medicine residents in July 2015.
Dr. Darrow earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
from the State University of New York at Albany 
before earning a Doctor of Medicine degree from 
the State University of New York at Stony Brook. He 
completed a residency in Internal Medicine at the 
Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital in Cooperstown, 
New York. He then became a Visiting Clinical Fellow 
at Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons in 
New York City and earned a Faculty Development 
Fellowship in Family Medicine at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Before coming to Georgia, Dr. Darrow spent seven 
years as President/CEO of the Health Sciences 
Foundation Inc., operating as the South East Area 
Health Education Center, as well as DIO and Vice 
President of Graduate Medical Education at New 
Hanover Regional Medical Center in Wilmington, 
North Carolina. He is a member of numerous 
professional societies including the Association of 
Osteopathic Directors of Medical Education, the As-
sociation of Hospital Medical Educators, the Council 
of Administrative Directors of Medical Education, 
the American Medical Association, and the Medi-
cal Association of Georgia. When he’s not working, 
Dr. Darrow enjoys woodworking, target shooting, 
spending time with his wife in their empty nest, 
and visiting with their new granddaughter.
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Mark D. Darrow, MD FACP
Director of Graduate medical education 
Gwinnett medical Center 
lawrenceville, Ga
Nathan M. Polite, DO
trauma surgeon/surgical intensivist
Kennestone regional medical Center  
Wellstar health system
marietta, Ga
Happiest in a position where she can lead others  
to succeed, Brittany Melvin strives to help people.  
Melvin is a candidate for the MS degree in  
Biomedical Sciences, a program in which she serves 
as a student leader. She represents the campus’s  
graduate students as Vice President of the Graduate 
Council, where she has coordinated a Biomedical  
Sciences Mentoring Program for first year biomed 
students. The program provides advice and  
assistance with the first year course load to  
encourage students to reach their fullest potential. 
Melvin considers mentorship a crucial aspect to 
a person’s success and she worked diligently with 
her peers to enhance the program. “I believe our 
duty on this earth is to serve and provide assis-
tance to all those in need; therefore, I put forth 
my greatest effort to improve the lives of others.”
Although born in Houston, Texas, Melvin grew up 
in Nashville, Tennessee, where she also earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Religious Studies from 
Vanderbilt University. At GA-PCOM, she is research-
ing the Tumorigeneity of Perpetually Activated 
Myofibroblasts in the Breast Tissue Environment 
as part of the Biomedical Sciences thesis track.
Melvin has worked as a data analyst  
at Vanderbilt’s Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s  
Hospital, leading a retrospective study to improve 
emergency department readmissions for patients 
with sickle cell disease. She was also a research in-
tern at the hospital’s Center of Excellence in Sickle 
Cell Disease and performed research in behavioral 
sciences on the mental well-being of sickle cell 
patients.
Melvin is a member of the Alpha Psi chapter of 
Alpha Epsilon Lambda at GA-PCOM, receiving the 
honor by earning a grade point average in the 
top 35 percent of campus graduate students and 
through her record of leadership and service to 
graduate students and various organizations.
In her spare time, Melvin is a bi-monthly volunteer 
with the children’s ministry at Victory World Church 
in Norcross, leading three year-olds in praise and 
worship. She also serves as a volunteer sorter at 
MedShare in Decatur, where she helps with the  
redistribution of materials to qualified healthcare 
facilities in the developing world by categorizing 
and preparing shipping for surplus medical supplies. 
For fun, Melvin plays on a co-ed flag football team 
with Atlanta Sports Club on Saturday mornings, 
enjoys spending time in nature, and listens to  
TED Talks. She hopes to continue her education  
in medical school, conduct publishable research,  
and to one day participate in an international  
mission trip. Motivated to make a difference,  
Melvin aims to achieve greatness for herself  
and those around her.
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To say that Dr. Jennifer L. Gooch is an expert re-
searcher would be an understatement. Through-
out her 20 year career, Dr. Gooch has received 
more than three million dollars in extramural 
grant support, authored over 30 peer-reviewed 
publications and mentored dozens of researchers 
from the high school to post-graduate levels. 
While currently an Associate Professor of Pharma-
ceutical Sciences at PCOM School of Pharmacy, she 
also maintains an adjunct appointment at Emory 
School of Medicine where she was a tenured As-
sociate Professor prior to joining PCOM. Dr. Gooch 
has earned numerous awards and appointments. In 
2005, she was one of two scientists honored with 
the Presidential Early Career Award in Science and 
Engineering – the highest distinction bestowed on 
early career scientists and engineers by the White 
House and the Office of Science Technology Policy. 
She has been invited to give more than 20 presen-
tations/lectures regionally and over 15 presenta-
tions/lectures nationally and internationally. 
Dr. Gooch completed a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Biology at Texas State University, San Marcos, 
Texas, before earning a Doctorate in Molecular 
Medicine at the University of Texas Health Science 
Center, San Antonio (UTHSCSA). She simultaneously 
served as a Post-doctoral Fellow of Nephrology in 
the Department of Medicine, Renal Division, at  
UTHSCSA and an Associate Investigator of  
Nephrology at the Audie L. Murphy Memorial  
Veterans Hospital, San Antonio.
As a senior faculty member, Dr. Gooch has worked 
to expand the research base and mission of the 
school through her own research, as well as through 
mentoring other faculty. Her main research focus 
is post-transplant and diabetic renal disease and 
her primary teaching roles are in cardiovascular 
physiology and pathophysiology. In 2015, Dr. Gooch 
was awarded an Academic Research Enhancement 
Award (AREA) (R15) grant from the National Institute 
of Health (NIH) to pursue research in Mechanisms 
of Calcineurin Isoform-Specific Signaling. She  
also has two published patents for Methods for  
Determination of Protein Phosphatase Activity,  
and Uses in Predicting Therapeutic Outcomes.
Dr. Gooch is a natural leader at GA-PCOM, having 
created, developed and managed several projects 
including the Professional Readiness Enhancement 
Program (PREP) – a Pharmacy pre-matriculation  
program for incoming PY1 students. She has held  
local and national leadership positions includ-
ing chairing an Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committee (IACUC) for seven years. In addition to 
serving on NIH special emphasis review panels, she 
was also invited to serve a three-year term on the 
American Diabetes Association peer-review panel. 
Dr. Gooch has been active with the American Heart 
Association and is the current Vice Chair and  
incoming Chair of the Kidney in Cardiovascular  
Disease Programming Committee.
Dr. Gooch’s goals at PCOM are to continue her  
long-standing and productive research program, 
work to broaden the definition of scholarship for 
biological scientists in pharmacy education, and 
utilize data-driven approaches to evaluate and  
disseminate new approaches to active learning  
in the basic sciences. 
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Jennifer L. Gooch, PhD
associate professor 
pharmaceutical sciences
Brittany Melvin (MS/Biomed ’16)
Biomedical sciences
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Student pharmacist Carly Duncan is currently  
participating in clinical rotations and getting a first-
hand look at how pharmaceutical healthcare aids 
those in need. She says, “It is very exciting to see 
the field of pharmacy progressing and how much a 
patient benefits from our interventions. During my 
rotations, I have seen how we can affect a patient’s 
quality of life from receiving chemotherapy all 
the way to aiding in codes. So for me, the most 
rewarding aspect is watching a patient get better 
and knowing I played a part in it.”
Originally from Johannesburg, South Africa, Duncan 
has immigrated to the United States twice and 
holds dual citizenship in both countries. Before 
enrolling at PCOM School of Pharmacy, she earned 
a Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences from 
Arizona State University in Tempe, Arizona. Since 
entering PCOM, Carly has consistently been on the 
Dean’s List and is a member of Rho Chi Academic 
Honor Society. She has contributed to an article, 
Vorapaxar: A Novel Antiplatelet Agent, for the  
Georgia Society of Heath-Systems Pharmacists.
In September, Duncan completed a rotation in 
advanced clinical services at Emory University Hos-
pital Midtown. She has also completed rotations in 
oncology at the Cleveland Clinic Florida in Weston, 
Florida; in ambulatory care at the Good Samaritan 
Health Center of Gwinnett; and in acute inpatient 
medicine at Gwinnett Medical Center. During her 
clerkships, she investigated and authored a case 
report on anti-emetic prophylaxis for highly  
emetogenic chemotherapy in pregnancy, provided 
pharmacotherapy recommendations to a wide 
variety of practitioners in an interdisciplinary team, 
monitored and made recommendations for antibi-
otic usage, anticoagulant bridging, as well as phar-
macokinetics for vancomycin and aminoglycosides.
Duncan has worked as a pharmacy intern with 
Kroger Pharmacy and as a certified pharmacy 
technician with Rite Aid Pharmacy, CVS Pharmacy, 
and Fry’s Food and Drug Stores. She is active in the 
PCOM ASHP chapter where, as Professional Devel-
opment Chair, she organized an interdisciplinary 
emergency care case between the Pharmacy and 
the DO programs to hone pharmacotherapy choices 
and critical thinking skills.
Though busy with rotations, Carly anticipates being 
an avid beach goer as she recently moved to Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. She is a certified open water 
scuba diver and plans to visit the Florida Keys to 
dive. She is also a self-taught snowboarder and  
enjoys vacations with her family in Colorado.
Duncan’s pharmaceutical passions include oncology, 
critical care and infectious disease. “My long term 
goals are to complete a PGY1 residency and then a 
PGY2 residency in either oncology or critical care.” 
Student doctor Thuy Le, DO ’17, has a passion for helping the underserved 
connect at a deeply personal level. Originally from Gia Kiem, a rural city in 
Vietnam, Le’s family lived for more than eight years in a cabin of just two 
rooms, which she described as having “dirt floors and newspaper-covered 
walls.” After immigrating to the United States, Le recalls feeling thankful to 
eat clean food, receive a free education, live in a two bedroom apartment 
with air conditioning, carpeted floors, a kitchen with a gas stove and refrig-
erator and, especially, to have a bathroom. 
“I also remember that I have experienced what it is like to be sick and 
unable to visit the physician’s office due to my family’s low income. 
Therefore, I volunteer for numerous humanitarian services locally and 
abroad to help those who are less fortunate than I am,” she said.
Le’s path to medical school began with a series of medical and mission 
trips. In 2009, she experienced a medical trip to isolated areas in Costa 
Rica and Panama where she witnessed harsh living conditions and a lack 
of access to medical resources. It reminded her of her life in Vietnam, and 
she wanted to find a way to give hope to the impoverished. Later, as a  
junior in college, Le felt as if she wanted to one day work inside a hospital to 
save lives, but had doubts about committing to medicine. She continued 
to reflect on the future and decided to go to Haiti to assist those who  
suffered from an earthquake and subsequent cholera epidemic. Supported 
by her faith, Le overcame her squeamishness and aided patients with  
cases of infection, and even helped deliver a newborn. Here she discovered 
that she wanted to become a physician and work with the underserved.
Le earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Sciences  
(Entomology) from the University of Georgia before coming to GA-PCOM. 
Currently a third-year DO student, she chose osteopathic medicine because, 
she says, “I strongly believe that the holistic approach will help me in ac-
complishing my career goal to efficiently manage illnesses by caring for the 
body, mind and spirit. In addition, I will be able to heal people not only 
through medicine, but also through osteopathic manipulative treatment, 
especially in rural places where medicine is difficult to obtain.” 
Since enrolling at GA-PCOM, Le has served in leadership roles. She has 
organized projects such as a Vietnamese sandwich fundraiser for the Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help (OLPH) Home in Atlanta. She also organized and 
served a Vietnamese dinner for homeless youths at the Covenant House 
in Atlanta, and returned to Haiti and Guatemala last summer to  
collaborate with healthcare professionals to provide medical services. 
Le has received national recognition for leadership, academic excellence 
and service, including the Emerging Leaders Award (won three years in a 
row), Health Careers Award (also won three consecutive years), the GEICO 
Graduate Award, and the American Osteopathic Foundation Welch  
Scholars Grant. Outside of school, she is part of the Angels of Mercy where 
she collaborates with healthcare professionals to provide free health  
screenings to the community. Le is a regular volunteer at the OLPH Home, 
and on her own earned 100 service hours during the 2014-15 school year.
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Carly Duncan (PharmD ’16)
pharmacy
Thuy Le (DO ‘17)
osteopathic medicine
Throughout her 22 years of service on local and 
state government levels, Senator Renee Unterman 
has focused on health, social law and consumer 
issues. She has given special attention to the young 
and vulnerable, as well as the elderly citizens  
of Georgia. With each legislative session, Sen.  
Unterman has championed legislation that has 
sought to end the sexual exploitation of minors. 
She continues to fight for a change in Georgia law 
that will view those children forced into prostitution 
as victims and not criminals. 
An advocate of public health, Sen. Unterman has 
twice been named a Public Health Hero by the  
Georgia Public Health Association (GPHA). GPHA 
President Russ Toal has cited her dedication to a 
healthy population with a pragmatic approach to 
lawmaking as one of the numerous reasons for  
honoring her with this distinguished title. She has 
been a devoted contributor to the Aging Services 
of Georgia which is a statewide association that 
represents numerous non-profit organizations. Sen. 
Unterman assists this group as they seek to provide 
quality housing, health care, and community-based 
services that many Georgians depend on in the latter 
stages of their lives.
Sen. Unterman introduced legislation to address 
boating while intoxicated following tragic boating  
accidents leading to loss of life. With the establish-
ment of her two private charitable organizations, 
Friends of Gwinnett County Senior Services and Aid 
Gwinnett, she remains committed to serving the 
needs of senior citizens and those families and  
individuals who are affected by the AIDS virus. 
Sen. Unterman grew up in Gwinnett County and 
graduated from Berkmar High School. She earned 
her Nursing Degree at Georgia State University and 
trained at Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlanta. Her 
undergraduate degree is from the University of 
Georgia as a clinically trained social worker. After 
graduation, she worked as an emergency room and 
critical care nurse.
First elected as the Mayor of Loganville, Georgia, 
she later served four years as a Gwinnett County 
Commissioner. She served as Chairman of the  
National Association of State Legislature’s  
Committee of Human Welfare, Honorary Chairman 
on the Hunger Initiative, and has been a member 
of the American Legislative Exchange Committee 
for many years, serving on the Health Committee. 
Sen. Unterman has demonstrated strong pro-life, 
conservative family values. She now serves as 
Chairman of the Health and Human Services  
Committee and Vice Chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee. She is also a member of the 
Rules and the Insurance and Labor committees 
and Co-Chairs the Behavioral Caucus and Women’s 
Legislative Caucus. 
Sen. Unterman continues to serve her community 
as the Chair of the Lake Lanier Caucus. She  
represents the 45th Senate District, which include 
portions of Gwinnett County. She is a native  
Georgian and has lived in Gwinnett for many years,  
currently residing in Buford with her husband, Phil.
Senator Renee Unterman
District 45
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Antonio Allen
Growing up playing music in his mother’s church, Antonio 
Allen has been passionate about music from a young age.  
As a professional soprano saxophonist and gospel jazz artist,  
Allen has performed in recent tours around South Africa, 
London, the Bahamas, Amsterdam, Canada and throughout 
the Caribbean Islands. Allen has released six CDs: “Lost 
Without Hymn,” “Forever and Always,” “The Air I Breathe,” 
“The Ultimate Gift,” “Love Songs Volume I,” and his latest, 
“From the Heart.”
2 0 1 5  G a - p C o mStudent Award Fund
Hannah Southerland (PharmD ’19)
Ga-pCom student award fund recipient 
Hannah Southerland is a first year pharmacy student at 
the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine School 
of Pharmacy. She graduated from Bacon County High 
School in 2010 and was in the top ten of her class. She 
then attended Georgia Southern University where she 
pursued a degree in Chemistry. 
Southerland worked at a retail pharmacy for five years and 
developed a love for the profession. Upon graduation, she 
would like to return to her hometown of Alma, Georgia, 
and serve the community as a pharmacist. 
Lisa Handman
Lisa Handman is a professional Atlanta harpist, full-time freelance performer 
and degreed teacher. She was a Merit Scholar at Manhattan School of Music, 
Preparatory Division, and subsequently attended the Indiana University School 
of Music. Handman earned her Bachelor of Music Education degree from 
Montclair State University where she studied with Rosalie Pratt – a nationally 
renowned harpist.  Her performances include the Chattanooga and Greenville 
Symphony Orchestras, 1996 Olympic receptions for the International  
Federation of Aquatics, Israeli Paralympic Team and IBM Olympic Hospitality. 
  MusiCians
Brian Matayoshi, PhD, Associate  
Director, Biomedical Sciences 
Graduate Program, Professor of 
Neuroscience, Physiology and  
Pharmacology
Sara (Mandy) Reece, PharmD, 
Assistant Professor of Pharmacy 
Practice
Rangaiah Shashidharamurthy, PhD, 
Assistant Professor of  
Pharmaceutical Sciences
CLINICIAN OF EXCELLENCE
This award recognizes a person 
who demonstrates exemplary  
performance of innovation in  
clinical care. 
1.  Develops clinical care  
management programs or  
new care models, leads the  
development of evidence- 
based practice guidelines or  
an institutional quality 
improvement initiative. 
2.  Dedicated not only to the  
Georgia healthcare community, 
but to leadership and  
educational development.
3.  Measurable impact of  
achievements on others.
4.  Additional initiatives and success 
in the area of clinical science.
5.  Additional initiatives and success 
in the area of leadership.
INNOVATION/RESEARCH
This award recognizes a person 
who demonstrates exemplary 
performance of innovation in 
research.
1.  Demonstrates best practices, 
resulting in significant  
improvements in patient-centered 
care, healthcare outcomes,  
clinical care management,  
curriculum delivery, student  
success or institutional quality  
improvement.
2.  Dedicated not only to the  
Georgia healthcare community, 
but also to leadership and  
educational development.
3.  Measurable impact of  
achievements on others. 
4.  Additional initiatives and  
success in the areas of  
research and graduate  
medical education.
5.  Additional initiatives and  
success in the area of  
leadership. 
Finalist
Rangaiah Shashidharamurthy, PhD, 
Assistant Professor of  
Pharmaceutical Sciences
STUDENT OF MERIT
This designation pays tribute 
to students who demonstrate  
exceptional academic performance 
and show exceptional potential for 
scholarly success in the program, 
in addition to contributing to wider 
academic, professional or civic 
communities.
1.  Has maintained good academic 
standing, a commitment to 
healthcare education, and has 
outstanding personal qualities.
2.  Measurable impact of  
achievements on others. 
3.  Additional initiatives and  
success in the area of  
scholastic activities. 
4.  Additional initiatives and  
success in the area of leadership 
on campus and in the  
community.
Finalists
Samir Gala, MS Biomed ‘16
MBoya Doffou, PharmD ’17
Andrea Douglas, PharmD ’16
Marion Fisher, PharmD ’16
Renzo Gonzalez, Pharm D ’16
Treesa Joseph, PharmD ’16
Lewis SungKon Soh, PharmD ‘17
Sela Tiet, PharmD ’16
Julie Anderson, DO ’16
Siri Chirumamilla, DO ’18
Rachel Gougian, DO ’16
Jessica Mormando, DO ’16
Cydney Unvala, DO ’16
Abdul Walters, DO ’16
DISTINGUISHED FRIEND  
OF PCOM
This honor pays tribute to an 
individual who has given of their 
time, talent and influence in support 
of GA-PCOM in carrying out its 
mission to provide innovative and 
rigorous training for future doctors, 
pharmacists, physician assistants 
and biomedical scientists.
1.  Profound impact and results that 
would have been impossible to 
achieve using current available 
resources.
2.  Apart from any financial  
contributions, their legacy will 
have had a lasting impact on  
GA-PCOM and they will be  
perceived as role models.
3.  An individual whose volunteer 
service has helped to advance 
education at an educational 
institution.
4.  Additional initiatives and  
success in the area of  
collaboration. 
5.  Additional initiatives and success 
in the area of leadership. 
CHAMPION OF PCOM
This honor is bestowed upon an 
institution or individual that has 
demonstrated a commitment 
to partnering with GA-PCOM in 
reaching the College’s educational 
goals to educate and train caring, 
competent and proactive future 
doctors, pharmacists, physician  
assistants and biomedical scientists.
1.  Dedicated to the Georgia 
healthcare community and to 
educational development. 
2.  Measureable impact of 
achievements on others.
3.  Additional initiatives and  
success in the development  
of clinical rotations and  
partnerships.
4.  Additional initiatives and  
success in the area of  
leadership in graduate  
medical education. 
Award winners were selected by a panel of judges  
representing all programs based on their extraordinary  
impact – going above and beyond the scope of their job  
or mission – in Gwinnett County, the Georgia healthcare  
community and/or on the GA-PCOM campus. 
Information about each of the award categories, along with award finalists, 
is listed below.
FRONTLINE CHAMPION
This honor pays tribute to an  
individual or department that 
demonstrates exemplary  
administrative performance at  
GA-PCOM in a service capacity  
to assist the College in reaching  
its educational goals.
1.  Dedicated to working to  
increase efficiency in a dynamic 
academic institutional  
environment. 
2.  Dedicated to leadership and 
educational development.
3.  Measurable impact of  
achievements on others. 
4.  Additional initiatives and  
success in the area of  
collaboration.
5.  Additional initiatives and success 
in the area of leadership.
Finalists
Kimura Leonard, Associate Director 
of Financial Aid
Stacy Lewchuck, Administrative 
Assistant
Information Technology Services 
and Academic Technology Services 
including: Leander Tice, Manager, 
Technical Support; Lance Semien, 
Media/AV Specialist; Torrian Hall, 
Computer Technician; Jimmy 
Mathew, Computer Technician/ 
Media Assistant
EDUCATOR OF EXCELLENCE
This designation awards a person 
who demonstrates exemplary and 
innovative performance in the  
classroom and embodies the  
principles of excellence in teaching.
1.  Serves as an inspirational voice 
encouraging new educational 
approaches and as a committed 
supporter of educators and  
education at PCOM.
2.  Dedicated to the Georgia  
healthcare academic community, 
and goes above and beyond in 
teaching, development of  
curriculum and assessment of 
student success.
3.  Measurable impact of  
achievements on others.  
4.  Additional initiatives and  
success in the area of research  
or in developing creative and  
innovative programs.
5.  Additional initiatives and success 
in the area of leadership. 
Finalists
Adwoa Aduonum, PhD, MSc,  
Associate Professor of Neuroscience, 
Physiology and Pharmacology
Walter Ehrenfeuchter, DO, FAAO, 
Professor and Director of  
Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine
Shafik Habal, MD, Associate  
Professor of Pathology,  
Microbiology, Immunology and 
Forensic Medicine
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msm.edu
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Thank you to the sponsors of the  
GA-PCOM Student Award Fund.
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Event Sponsors
goma.org
©2014 Marlow’s Tavern
served all day, every day
Classic American Tavern Fare and
Handcrafted Cocktails
1950 Satellite Boulevard NW
Suite 300  •  Duluth, GA
770.622.2033
Meet me at Marlow's.
Marlow’s is your place.
The perfect place to catch up with friends and family for lunch 
or dinner. Enjoy Chef-inspired food, handcrafted cocktails, 
and daily happy hour specials. When you want to be assured 
of a good time, just say, “Meet me at Marlow’s.”
Marlow’s Duluth now caters – call us to learn more.
marlowstavern.com
kennesaw.edu
ballardspahr.com
fairwayoutdoor.com
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georgia CaMPus – PhiladelPhia College of osteoPathiC MediCine
Celebrates 10 years of iMPaCt
CAMPUS ANSWERS LLC 
WWW.CAMPUSANSWERS.COM    I    (866) 861-4410
CAMPUS ANSWERS by Workplace Answers is the 
leading provider of industry-specific compliance solutions. 
Institutes of higher education trust our award-winning 
training content, services and software to deliver solutions 
for bystander Intervention training as well as Clery, VAWA, 
and Title IX training. 
Campus Answers  
is proud to sponsor  
the Champions of  
Healthcare Awards.
GOLD
EXCELLENCE IN
LEARNING
2015
HCM EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Heartfelt appreciation for those
who dedicate themselves
to improving the quality of 
healthcare in Georgia everyday.
w w w . t h r e e r i v e r s a h e c . o r g
Three Rivers Area Health Education Center builds and sustains the 
healthcare workforce for the communities in a 28-county region.
Ballard Spahr is proud to support 
the Georgia Campus – Philadelphia College 
of Osteopathic Medicine’s 2nd Annual Champions 
of Healthcare Award Ceremony.
We applaud all award recipients for their contributions 
and commitment to health care.
Atlanta | Baltimore | Bethesda | Delaware | Denver | Las Vegas | Los Angeles | New Jersey | New York | Philadelphia | Phoenix | Salt Lake City | San Diego 
Washington, DC | Wilmington | www.ballardspahr.com
Ten years ago in August, 2005, Georgia  
Campus – Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine (GA-PCOM) welcomed its first class 
of 75 osteopathic medical students. Today 
the campus is celebrating this milestone by 
reflecting on its impact in Gwinnett County 
and the state of Georgia.
Founded in Suwanee, Georgia, in 2005 as the only branch 
campus of the century-old Philadelphia College of Osteopath-
ic Medicine in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Georgia Campus is 
home to more than 1,000 students and close to 140 faculty 
and staff members. The campus offers Doctorate degrees in 
Osteopathic Medicine and Pharmacy and the Master’s degree 
in Biomedical Sciences and Physician Assistant Studies.
Based on a study commissioned by Tripp Umbach, it was 
found that in 2014 alone, Georgia Campus directly and indi-
rectly generated $107.7 million of economic impact in the 
state. And, an additional 800 jobs are created or supported 
indirectly as a result of GA-PCOM’s operational, employee 
and student spending across Georgia, the report noted.
In its 10 years, GA-PCOM has conferred more than 900 doc-
torate and master’s degrees and more than 300 certificates, 
including 584 Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine degrees, 149 
Doctor of Pharmacy degrees, 176 Master of Science in Bio-
medical Sciences degrees, and 14 Master of Science in Orga-
nizational Development and Leadership degrees. The College 
has also granted 340 Certificates in Biomedical Sciences.
With more than 7,000 student volunteer hours contributed 
last year, the College’s impact is felt in the community. In 
total, PCOM has invested $37.6 million in property, plant 
and equipment into its southern campus during the past 
decade with improvements and physical plant expansion 
in the works. In honor of GA-PCOM’s 10 year anniversary, 
during the 2015 session of the Georgia General Assembly, 
the House and Senate passed resolutions honoring  
GA-PCOM and its service to Georgia. 
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sPeCial thanks
John P. Kearney, Chairman, PCOM Board of Trustees
Members, PCOM Board of Trustees
Jay S. Feldstein, DO ’81, PCOM President and CEO
Matthew Schure, PhD, President Emeritus 
Kenneth Veit, DO, MBA ’73, Provost, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean
Robert Cuzzolino, EdD, Vice President for Graduate Programs and Planning
Peter Doulis, CPA, Vice President for Finance and Chief Financial Officer
Lisa McBride, PhD
Carrie Collins, JD, Chief Advancement Officer
R. Bryan Ginn, Jr., Chief Campus Officer, Georgia Campus
H. William Craver III, DO ’87, FACOS, Dean and Chief Academic Officer
Mark Okamoto, PharmD, Dean and Chief Academic Officer
Laura Baumgarten, Administrative Assistant
Valerie Cadet, PhD, Assistant Professor of Pathology, Microbiology and Immunology
Alyssa D’Addieco, Marketing and Public Relations Intern
Jennifer Elliott, PharmD, Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice
Paula Gregory, DO, MBA Assistant Dean of Clinical Education
Abigail Harmon, Graphic Designer
Samuel M. John, PharmD, BCPS, Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice
John Khan, Assistant Director, Plant Operations
Libby LeBlanc, Loud Mouse Design, Inc.
Kimura Leonard, Associate Director, Financial Aid
Tiarra Lewis, MHRM, PHR, Assistant Director, Human Resources
Sonya McMichael, Physician Assistant Program
Barbara Myers, APR, Manager, Marketing and Public Relations
Mary P. Owen, JD, Professor of Neuroscience, Physiology and Pharmacology
Namrata Patel, Biomedical Sciences ‘16
Barbara Salvesen, Office Assistant to Barbara Ross-Lee, DO, FACOFP
Tamara Scaccia, Administrative Coordinator
Lance Semien, Media /AV Specialist
Tia Solh, MPAS, PA-C, Assistant Professor and Academic Coordinator
Alisa Toney, Major Gifts Officer
Leander Tice, Manager, Technical Support
Abdul Walters, Biomedical Sciences ‘16
Desuo Wang, PhD, Associate Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Danielle Ward, DO ‘18
Jerome Wilcox, Diversity and Compliance Program Coordinator
Lavar Williams, Biomedical Sciences ’16 and SGA President
Linda Williams, Administrative Assistant
on Behalf of GeorGia Campus –  
philaDelphia ColleGe of osteopathiC meDiCine, 
                      We ConGratulate the               2015 
Champions
of Healthcare.
Mark Okamoto PharmD
Dean & Chief Academic Officer
PHARMACy
Bryan Ginn
Chief Campus Officer
H. William Craver, III, DO
Dean & Chief Academic Officer
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE
